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In NCPS 2025, 59% of respondents nationwide from urban areas and 41% are from rural areas. In KP, 67% of the sample 
is urban and 33% rural, while in Punjab the split is similar, with 67% urban and 33% rural. Sindh also shows a 60% urban 
and 40% rural distribution. Balochistan differs from the other provinces, with 42% urban respondents and 58% rural 
respondents. These figures outline how the survey sample is divided between rural and urban areas across the country.

Among the 3,989 respondents, 55% were male, 43% were female, and 2% were transgender. A total of 303 respondents 
(7%) were persons with disabilities (PWDs). Among the 2,205 male respondents, 179 (8%) were PWDs; among the 1,707 
female respondents, 112 (7%) were PWDs; and among the 77 transgender respondents, 12 (16%) were PWDs.

Rural and Urban Division in NCPS 2025

3989
2205 1707 77

179 112 12
8% 7% 16%

Male FEMale transgender

PWD

55% 43% 2%

PWD PWD

total respondents

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Punjab 

Sindh

Balochistan

58%42%

60%

67%

67%

40%

33%

33%

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Punjab 

Sindh

Balochistan

59%
Urban

41%
Rural

*PWD=person with disabilities



National Corruption Perception Survey 2025

Transparency International Pakistan 13

Survey Methodology
1.Sampling Strategy

The National Corruption Perception Survey (NCPS) 
2025 employed a multistage stratified cluster sampling 
approach. This type of sampling is a widely recognized 
and applied methodology in large-scale social and public 
opinion surveys. This approach combines the strengths 
of stratification, clustering, and multistage selection to 
achieve both representativeness and logistical efficiency. 
By dividing the population into strata (e.g., provinces, 
zones, or districts), the method ensures that all important 
sub-groups are adequately represented.  

This approach balances methodological rigor with prac-
tical efficiency, making it a preferred method for both 
national and international surveys that require reliable 
insights across diverse populations. 

• Stratification: Provinces serve as strata, with equal 
provincial sample allocation (1000 respondents per 
province).

• District Selection: Each province was divided into geo-
graphical zones. At least one district was selected from 
each zone, ensuring diversity and randomness. A total of 
05 districts were selected from each province. 

• Clusters: Within each district, clusters consist of public 
venues such as parks, markets, government buildings, 
offices, and other community gathering points.

• Respondents: Individuals were approached at identified 
venues as per clusters. To ensure inclusivity and balanced 
representation, quotas were maintained: 45% male, 45% 
female, 7% persons with disabilities, and 3% transgender 
persons. This approach guarantees that the voices of 
diverse demographic groups are adequately captured in 
the survey findings.

2. Calculation of Sample Size

To determine the required sample size (n), we first applied 
the assumptions of Simple Random Sampling (SRS). To 
ensure high statistical precision, we targeted a margin of 
error (e) of +3%.

Assumptions for SRS: 
Confidence Level (C): 95%
Z-score (Z): 1.96
Estimated Proportion (p): 0.5 (Maximum variability; 50% 
population has the characteristics we are studying)
Target Margin of Error (e): 0.03 
(Targeting 3% precision)

Formula for Sample Size (n):

	

	
	

Result: A minimum theoretical total sample size of 1,067 
is required to achieve a 3% MOE under Simple Random 
Sampling (SRS).

Adjusting for Multistage Cluster Sampling (Design Effect)

Since the NCPS 2025 uses multistage cluster sampling, the 
base size (n) must be inflated by the Design Effect (Deff) to 
account for the non-independence of observations within 
clusters (public venues).

Suppose, If 40 is the average cluster size, and every district 
has 5 clusters (public locations) then,

Design Effect (Deff) for Clustering this formula calculates 
the inflation factor (n=40, p=0.05), where p is the intera-
class correlation. 

	
	
	

Formula for Final Required Sample Size (neff): 	

	

This shows the adjustment of the base sample size using 
the Design Effect.

	

This shows the minimum size required for the complex 
survey design to maintain the 3% MOE. However, the 
sample size for NCPS 2025 is 4000 to bring more accuracy 
and representation. 

This sample size is equally divided into 4 provinces 
which ensures each province (stratum) can be analyzed 
independently with a high level of precision approx 3% 
MOE for a sample size of 1,000.  
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3. Target Respondents

The survey targeted Pakistani citizens aged 18 years and 
above, ensuring a mixed demographic in terms of age, 
gender, occupation, and socio-economic status.

4. Survey Administration

The survey was administered primarily in Urdu, Pakistan’s 
national language, widely understood by most citizens. 
In areas where local language- assistance was required, 
trained local enumerators provided translation and 
facilitation The finalized tool consists of 20 multiple-choice 
questions. 

Enumerator Training and Role of Partners

Enumerators and field supervisors were recruited through 
TI Pakistan’s grassroots CSO/NGO partners, who have been 
working with TI Pakistan for 5 to 15 years and possess 
strong local knowledge, networks, and linguistic skills.

TI Pakistan conducted the training sessions of partner 
CSOs/NGOs representatives including field supervisors and 
enumerators, covering research ethics, sampling proto-
cols, consent-taking, and fieldwork procedures.

5. Quality Control and Monitoring

Field monitoring was led by TI Pakistan partners, ensuring 
adherence to methodology and ethical standards.

Spot-checks: Supervisors also conducted spot checks and 
observed live interviews during fieldwork to ensure accu-
racy and compliance. 

Back-checks: TI Pakistan conducted verification by 
randomly calling respondents via phone to confirm their 
participation.

6. Ethics and Consent

Respondents were informed about the purpose of the 
study, their rights, and the voluntary nature of participa-
tion. Individual responses are anonymized; no personally 
identifiable information is disclosed.

7. Data Collection and Management

NCPS 2025 was conducted using a paper-based question-
naire. TI Pakistan oversaw data coding, entry, cleaning, 
and statistical analysis with the support of experienced 
research team. 

8. Fieldwork Timeline

Data collection was conducted from 22 September 2025 
to 29 September 2025.


