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Mr. Ghulam Nabi Memon
Inspector General of Police
Government of Sindh, Karachi

Subject: Complaint against Allegations of Frequent Car Towing of Citizens from Non-No-
Parking Areas by the Police, Resulting in Public Inconvenience

Dear Sir,

Transparency International Pakistan has received complaints against allegations of frequent car towing
of citizens from non-no-parking areas by the police, resuiting in public inconvenience.

The complainants have made the following allegations;
That,

1. In different areas of Karachi, the police are routinely towing vehicles even from residential streets
and locations where no official “No Parking” signage or restrictions have been placed by the
relevant authorities.

2. As per established practice and legal requirement, parking restrictions are enforceable only in
designated commercial zones where parking may obstruct traffic flow, or in areas explicitly
marked by the City Traffic Police with visible “No Parking” or “Parking Prohibited” signs.

3. However, in Karachi, the police personnel have begun removing vehicles parked outside offices
and residential premises under the pretext of no-parking enforcement. This practice is causing
inconvenience to the citizens, including imposition of unlawful fines and towing charges.

Transparency Internationail Pakistan’s Comments and Recommendations

Transparency International Pakistan has reviewed the allegations of the complaint. Prima facie, the
allegations seem correct.

The following are T1 Pakistan's comments and Recommendations:

* It is imperative that the Police Department introduce mandatory signage before enforcement of
new regulations to avoid public inconvenience. The towing should only occur where a proper "No
Parking" sign is installed.

* The Police Department must also launch public education campaigns on parking regulations,
ensuring that citizens are aware of the regulations and the resulting violations.

Transparency International Pakistan is striving for the across-the-board application of the rule of law,
which is the only way to stop corruption and achieve zero tolerance against corruption.

Transparency International Pakistan

Note:

This is to clarify that Transparency International Pakistan is not a complainant; it acts as a whistleblower
and operates under Article 19-A of the Constitution of Pakistan, which gives the right to the public to
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know how the government is being run by public officers. Article 19-A makes the right to access
information pertaining to a public authority a fundamental right, and a three-member bench in the case
of Mukhtar Ahmad Ali vs the Registrar, Supreme Court of Pakistan, Islamabad, headed by Chief Justice
Qazi Faez Isa in the landmark judgment on 16 October 2023, in CP No. 3532/2023, has declared that

“"What previously may have been on a need-to-know basis Article 194 of the Constitution has
transformed it to a right-to-know, and the Access to information is no longer a discretion granted

through occasional benevolence, but is now a fundamental right available with every Pakistani
which right may be invoked under Article 194 of the Constitution”
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