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January 20, 2026 TL2026/2001/1A

Chief Information Commissioner
Sindh Information Commission
Karachi

Subject: Complaint Against Allegations of Non-Provision of Information by the Sindh Local
Government Housing and Town Planning Department and Inaction by the Sindh Information

Commission in Violation of Section 15 of the Sindh Transparency and Right to Infermation
Act 2016

Dear Sir,

Transparency International Pakistan has received a complaint against allegations of non-provision of
information by the Sindh Local Government Housing and Town Planning Department, and inaction by the
Sindh Information Commission, in violation of section 15 of the Sindh Transparency and Right to
Information Act 2016.

The complainant has made the following allegations that;

1. On May I, 2025, complainant Mr. Maib Perwaiz filed right to information request with the
office of the Local Government Housing and Town Planning Department, Government of Sindh

{Annex-A),

2. Having failed to receive the requested information from the designated official in due time, the
~ complainant filed an internal review on July 2, 2025 (Annex-B).

3. On August 15, 2025, the complainant appealed before the Sindh Information Commission

(Annex-C).

4. On September 17, 2025, the SIC directed the Local Government Department to furnish
comments/relevant information/documents vide letter No. SIC/1stNOTICE/245/2025-1072/25.
However, the department failed to provide the necessary information to the commission or the
complainant,

5. On October 02, 2025, the SIC fixed the hearing on the matter for 14% October and directed the
department to appear in-person. However, the local government department Sindh failed to

appear {Annex-D).

6. Despite the passage of more than seven months, the Sindh Local Government department has
failed to provide requested information,

Transparency International Pakistan Comments:

Transparency International Pakistan has reviewed the allegations of the complaint. Based on the
authenticity of the submitted documents, prima facie, the allegations seem correct,

The following are T1 Pakistan's comments:

L. As per Article 4 of the Sindh Transparency and Right to Information Act 2016, every citizen
can exercise the right to request information, as quoted below:
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4. Access to Information: Subject to the provisions of this Act and any rules therein, an
Applicant may, in the prescribed manner, exercise the right to acquire information and/or
record held by the Public Body.

2. Itis very clear that the Local Government Department has failed to provide information as per
Article 8(3), which mandates the provision of information in thirty (30) working days. The
Article is quoted below:

8(3). The Designated Official shall respond to the application as soon as possible and in any
case within thirty (30) working days. In case, the required information is not readily
available, the Designated QOfficial shall intimate the Applicant and take another fifieen (15)
working days for responding to the application.

3. Section 15 of Sindh Transparency and Right to Information Act 2016 empowers the Sindh
Information Commission, as a custodian of the provincial Right to Information Act, to take
necessary punitive action. However, despite notice issued by the SIC, the Sindh Information
Commission has also failed to take any action against non-compliance by the Sindh Local
Government department in compliance with section 15, quoted below:

15. Penalty on Designated Official: Where a Designated Official has, without any
reasonable cause, refused to receive an application, has not furnished information within
time limits, or with malafide intent denied the request or knowingly gave incorrect,
incomplete or misleading information, the Commission may, afler providing sufficient
opportunity of defence to the Designated Official, direct the said afficer to pay fine which
may extend up to ten thousand rupees.

Transparency International Pakistan Recommendations

Transparency International Pakistan requests the Chief Information Commissioner, Sindh Information
Commission, to look into the allegations of the complaint and, if found correct, issue directives to the Sindh
Local Government department to ensure compliance with Article 8(3) of the Sindh Transparency and Right
to Information Act 2016.

ransparency Intemational Pakistan is striving for the across-the-board application of the Rule of Law,
ich is the only way to stop illegal practices and achieve zero tolerance against corruption.

Copies forwarded for the information with a request to take action under their mandate to:

1.
2.
5

4.

Chief Minister, Government of Sindh, Karachi.

Chief Secretary, Government of Sindh, Karachi.

Secretary, Local Government Housing and Town Planning Department, Government of Sindh,
Karachi.

Registrar, Sindh High Court, Karachi.

ooooooo
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Note:

This is to clarify that Transparency International Pakistan is not a complainant; it acts as a whistleblower
and operates under Article 19-A of the Constitution of Pakistan, which gives the right public to know how
the government is being run by public officers. Article 19-A makes the right to access information
pertaining to a public authority a fundamental right, and a three-member bench in the case of Mukhtar
Ahmad Ali vs the Registrar, Supreme Court of Pakistan, Islamabad, headed by Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa
in the landmark judgment on 16 October 2023, in CP No. 3532/2023, has declared that

“What previously may have been on a need-to-know basis Article 194 of the Constitution has transformed
it to a right-fo-know, and the Access to information is no longer a discretion granted through occasional

benevolence, but is now a fundamental right available with every Pakistani which right may be invoked
under Article 194 of the Constitution”



Annex-A

May 01, 2025

Public Information Officer,
Sindh Local Government Housing & Town Planning Department,
Government of Sindh, Karachi.

Subject: Requesting Information About Budget for Water Supplv Scheme, in Town
Municipal Corporation (TMC) Baldia Town Naval Colony UC-12, Under Article 19-A of

the Constitution of the Istamic Republic of Pakistan and the Sindh Transparency and Right
to Information Act 2016,

Dear Official,

Every citizen in Pakistan is given the right to information (RTI} under Article 19-A of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Sindh Transparency and Right to
Information Act 2016, Article 19-A stipulates:

19-A Right to information: Every citizen shall have the right to have access
to information in all matters of public importance subject to regulation and
reasonable restrictions imposed by law.

As per Article 3 and Article 4 of the Sindh Transparency and RTI Act 2016:
3. Transparency of Actions: Every public Body shall at all times endeavor to
maintain transparency in discharge of its functions.
And Article 4 of the same Act states:
4. Access to Information: Subject to provisions of this Act and any rules made
therein, an Applicant may, in the prescribed manner, exercise the right to acquire
information and/or record held by any Public Body.

Therefore, I am requesting your good office to please provide me with the following information
pertaining to the Town Municipal Corporation (TMC), Baldia Town, Naval Colony UC-12:

1. Please provide me with the budget information regarding the water supply scheme in
Town Municipal Corporation (TMC), Baldia Town, Naval Colony UC-12.

2. Please provide the information about how much the government of Sindh has
specified for the improvement/maintenance of the water supply infrastructure in TMC
Baldia Town, Naval Colony UC-12, as the population has exponentially increased
within the boundary wall.

3. Please provide me with the information regarding the contact/legal agreement of the
security assuming charge of the Naval Colony, Town Municipal Corporation, Baldia
Town, UC-12, as the sole decision-makers and administrators of the UC-12. If this
information does not pertain to your department, please suggest the appropriate forum
to approach, if you may.



I would greatly appreciate your timely provision of the abovementioned information under the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Sindh Transparency and Right to
Information Act 2016.

Regards,

Mg

Maib Perwaiz,

House 61 Street 2, Sector 4, Naval Colony, Baldia Town, Karachi, 75790.
Ph: 0315-7994204

CNIC: 42401-2842530-5

Copies forwarded for the information to;-
1. Chief Information Commissioner, Sindh Information Commission, Karachi.
2. Secretary, Sindh Local Government Housing & Town Planning Department, Government
of Sindh, Karachi.



2 July 2025 Annex-B

Secretary,

Sindh Local Government Housing & Town Planning Department,
Government of Sindh,

Karachi.

Subject: Requesting Internal Review Per Article 9 of the Sindh Transparency and Right to
Information Act 2016

Dear Sir/Madam,

It is with reference to my letter dated May 1, 2025, under subject Requesting Information About
Budget for Water Supply Scheme, in Town Municipal Carporation (TMC) Baldia Town Naval
Colony UC-12, Under Article 19-A of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and
the Sindh Transparency and Right to Information Act 2018, sent to your good office.

I filed the RTI request to the Public Information Officer (P10)/Designated Official of the Sindh Local
Government Housing and Town Planning Department, Government of Sindh. As per Article 7 of the
Sindh RTI Act 2016, the head of the public body shall perform the functions as the designated official
for providing information to the citizens (Attachment-A).

However, the information from the office of the PIO/Designated Official was not provided in the
stipulated time under Article 8. Therefore, [ am filing a request for an intemal review with your office.

The reason for this request for information is to know whether we are being provided all the facilities,
because the mentioned facilities are missing in Town Municipal Corporation Baldia Town, Naval
Colony UC-12:

1) Please provide the budget information regarding the water supply scheme in Town Municipal
Corporation (TMC), Baldia Town, Naval Coleny UC-12.

2) Information about how much the government of Sindh has specified for the
improvement/maintenance of the water supply infrastructure in TMC Baldia Town, Naval
Colony UC-12, as the population has exponentially increased within the boundary wall.

3) Information regarding the contact/legal agreement of the security assuming charge of the Naval
Colony, TMC, Baldia Town, UC-12, as the sole decision-makers and administrators of the UC-
12. (If this information does not pertain to your department, please suggest the
appropriate forum to approach, if you may.)

Looking forward to hearing from you!

Regards,
Ml

Maib Perwaiz,

House 68§, Street 2, Sector 4, Naval Colony, Baldia Town, Karachi, 75790.
Ph: 0315-7994204

CNIC: 42401-2842530-5

Copies forwarded for the information to;-

1. Information Commissioner, Sindh Information Commission, Karachi.



15 August 2025 Annex-C

Information Commissioner,
Sindh Information Commission,
Karachi.

Subject: Appeal Concerning the Non-Provision of Information and Lack of Response from
the Designated Official of the Sindh Local Government, Housing and Town Planning

Department, Government of Sindh, pursuant to the Sindh Transparency and Right to
Information Act 2016

Dear Sir/Madam,

It is with reference to my letter dated July 2, 2025, and May 1 2025 requesting information from
the designated official of the Sindh Local Government about budget for water supply scheme,
in Town Municipal Corporation (TMC) Baldia Town Naval Colony UC-12, under article 19-A
of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Sindh Transparency and
Right to Information Act 2016 (Attach-A).

| filed the RTI request to the Public Information Officer {P10)/Designated Official of the Sindh Local
Government Housing and Town Planning Department, Government of Sindh. As per Aricle 7 of
the Sindh RTI Act 2016, the head of the public body shall perform the functions as the designated
official for providing information to the citizens.

However, the information from the office of the PIO/Designated Official was not provided in the
stipulated time under Article 8. Then | filed a request for an intemnal review but no response was
received. | request the Sindh Information Commission to direct the above mentioned official(s) to
provide information.

The reason for this request for information is to know whether we are being provided all the
facilities, because the mentioned facilities are missing in the Town Municipal Corporation Baldia
Town, Naval Colony UC-12. The burden of proof is my previous RTls, duly attached.

1} Please provide the budget information regarding the water supply scheme in the Town
Municipal Corporation (TMC), Baldia Town, Naval Colony UC-12,

2) Information about how much the govemment of Sindh has specified for the
improvement/maintenance of the water supply infrastructure in TMC Baldia Town, Naval
Colony UC-12, as the population has exponentially increased within the boundary wall.

3) Information regarding the contact/legal agreement of the security assuming charge of the
Naval Colony, TMC, Baldia Town, UC-12, as the sole decision-makers and administrators
of the UC-12. {If this information does not pertain to your department, please suggest
the appropriate forum to approach, if you may.)

Locking forward to hearing from youl!

Regards,

Maib Perwaiz,

House 61, Street 2, Sector 4, Naval Colony, Baldia Town, Karachi, 75790.
Ph: 0315-7994204

CNIC:; 42401-2842530-5

cC:
- Transparency International Pakistan - Karachi



NO.SIC/FINAL-NOTICE/245/2025 -[{.@ 3
SINDH INFORMATION COMMISSION

GOVERNMENT OF SINDH
KARACHI Annex-D
RNl . Dated: 02" October, 2025
COMMISSION
99204641-3
MOST IMMEDIATE
THE SINDH INFORMATION COMMISSION AT KARACHI
Complaint No.245/ 2025
/lqr. Maib Perwaiz o {Complainant)
Vs
Local Govemment Housing & Town Planning Department, Government of Sindh__(Respondent)
To,
I. Secrelary, Local Government Housing & Town Planning Department, Government of

SUBJECT:

Order
02.10.2025

Sindh.
2. Deputy Secrelary (Generel) Designated Official, Local Government Housing & Town
Planning Department, Government of Sindh.

RTI (COMPLAINT) UNDER SECTION 11 OF THE SINDH TRANSPARENCY AND

RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2016, SINDH ACT NO XV OF 2017,
FINAL NOTICE

Whereas the sbove named applicant has filed complaint No. 245/2025 under Section-11 of The Sindh
Transparency and Right to Information Act, 2016 (Sindh Act No. 15 of 2017) before This Commission
alleging non provision of requisite information/documents by filing application before you, the Designated
Official, Local Government Housing & Town Plaming Department, Government of Sindh within the
meaning of Secticn-8 of the said Act, which is stated 10 have been not responded by you within prescribed
period. The complainant therefore filed Internal Review Application which loo staled te have not been
responded. (Copy of the Application and Internal Review Application is appended herewith as Annexure A, B
and the complaint 10 The Commission as Annexure-C).

That under Anicle 19 (A) of the Constitution of Pakistan 1973 and the Sindh Transparency and Right to
Information Act, 2016 (Sindh Act Na. XV of 2017) every citizen shall have the right to have access the
Information in alt matters of publie importance subject to regulation and reasonable reswrictions imposed by
law. The definition of information is provided under section 2 (g) of Sindh Act No, XV of 2017.

That as per the record you have received the vopy of complaint. The Commission vide its Letter No.SIC/1%
NOTICE/245/2025-1072/25  Dated: 17" September, 2025 called your commentsirelevant
information/documents on the said complaint.

That the subject matter is fixed on 14" October, 2025 at 12:00 PM before the Commission for heering and

filing of your comments/requisite information/documents and your personal appearance without fail at Sindh
Information Commission Office Ground Floor, State Lile Bujiding No. 3, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed Road,

Opposite CM House Karachi positively,

Take Notice thut in case of failure and non-fifing of comments, the matter shalt be heard by the Commission
and determined in your absence.

That Non-Compliance ofthe provisiuns of this Act, have panel consequences as provided under section 15 of
the Sindh Transparency and Right to Information Act, 2016.

ISSUED BY THE ORDERS OF THE COMMISSION

CAh

INFORMATION COMMISSIONER
__SINDH INFORMATION COMMISSION

Ground Floor, State Life Building No.3, Dr. Zisuddin Ahmed Road, Opposite Chief Minister

House Karachi.



