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INTERNATIONAL = PAKISTAN Email:  ti.pakistan@transpacency.org.pk

Website: www.transparency.org.pk
August 07, 2025 TL2025/0807/1A

Chief Information Commissioner
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information Commission
Peshawar

Subject: Complaint Against Allegations of Violation of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Right to
Information Act 2013, and Article 19-A of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Dear Sir/Madam,

Transparency International Pakistan has received a complaint against allegations of violation of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Right to Information Act 2013 and Article 19-A of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan.

The complainant has made the following allegations that;

L. In Januvary 2022, the complainant filed a right to information (RTI) request to the District
Health Officer, Tank; however, the said office failed to provide the required information
(Annex-A).

2. Having failed to receive the requested information from the designated officials in due time,
the complainant filed an appeal before the KP Information Commission (Annex-B).

3. The KP Information Commission issued a final notice to the District Health Office of Tank to
provide information (Annex-C).

4. Despite multiple notices by the KP Information Commission, the public body has failed to
comply with the various orders of the KP Information Commission. On the other hand, the
KP Information Commission has also failed to take any action to penalise non-compliance as
per section 26(3).

Transparency International Pakistan Comments:

Transparency International Pakistan has reviewed the allegations of the complaint. Prima facie, the
allegations seem correct. The following are TI Pakistan's comments:

1. As per section 3 of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Right to Information Act 2013, every citizen has
a right to access information and records held by a public body. Section 3 is quoted below:

3. Right to information. — (1) Every citizen shall subject to the provisions
of this Act and any rules made under it, have the right to access any
information or record held by a public body.

2. Section 11 of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa RTT Act 2013 mandates that the requested information shall
be provided within 10 working days of the request. Section 11 of the KP RTI Act 2013 stipulates:

Timeline for responding. — (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a public
body shall be required to respond to a request for information in accordance
with section 7 as soon as possible and in any case within ten working days
of the receipt of request.

(2) The period stipulated in sub-section (1) may be extended by a maximum
of a further ten working days where this is necessary because the request
requires a search through a large number of records or records located in
different offices, or consultation with third parties or other public bodies.
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3. Incase a public body fails to provide requested information, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information
Commission as per Section 26(3) has the powers to:

(@) to order a public body to disclose information to a requester or to take such
other reasonable measures as it may deem necessary to compensate a
requesters for any failure to respect the provisions of this Act;

(b) to impose a daily fine of up to Rs. 250 per day, up to a maximum of Rs.
25,000, on any official who has acted wilfully to obstruct any activity which is
required to be undertaken by this Act, including with a view to preventing or
delaying the disclosure of information to a requester; and

(c) to require a public body to take such general measures as may be required
to address systematic failures to respect the provisions of this Act, including by
appointing a I [Public Information Officer], by conducting training for its
employees, by improving its record management, by publishing information on
a proactive basis and/or by preparing and publishing an annual report.

Transparency International Pakistan Recommendations:

Transparency International Pakistan requests the Chief Information Commissioner, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Information Commission, to examine the allegations of the complaint and, if found correct, issue directives
to ensure compliance with the KP Right to Information Act 2013.

Transparency International Pakistan is striving for the across-the-board application of the Rule of Law,
hich is the only way to stop corruption and achieve zero tolerance against corruption.

ith Regards -« =

Advocat iyal Muzaffar

Trustee/Legal Advisor
Transparency International Pakistan

Copies forwarded for the information with request to take action under their mandate to:

1. Chief Minister, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Peshawar.

2. Chief Secretary, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Peshawar.

3. Secretary, Health Department, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Peshawar.

4. Registrar, Peshawar High Court, Peshawar.
Note:
This is to clarify that Transparency International Pakistan is not a complainant, it acts as a whistleblower
and operates under Article 19-A, of the Constitution of Pakistan which gives the right to public to know
how government is being run by public officers. Article 19-A makes the right to access of information
pertaining to a public authority a fundamental right, and a three member bench in case of Mukhtar Ahmad
Ali vs the Registrar, Supreme Court of Pakistan, Islamabad, headed by Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa in the
landmark judgment on 16 October 2023, in CP No. 3532/2023, has declared that

“What previously may have been on a need-to-know basis Article 19A of the Constitution
has transformed it to a right-to-know, and the Access to information is no longer a
discretion granted through occasional benevolence, but is now a fundamental right
available with_everv_Pakistani which right may be invoked under Article 19A of
the Constitution”
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Annex-C G

COVERNMENT OF KHYHER [MAKHTUNKHWA
I FORMATION CONIMISSION

~ Wear BIE Absdara Statlon, Beiind Jabai Flale,
1 .' Arbial Coluny, University Road, Paslutwar
iﬂf- f FI‘I‘I..'Ijl:1_.'1I_.r.HIil.'lin_t_fﬂ{pm“-}élhul_fhgk
/) I'h: +02.91.92 16557
- f Fagz +91-91-82 16561
I ] I .
i { . No. RTI AR -887972022
{ -

[hted _.I'r.-"f

M=t Gul Nozeer,
R Gali Vv, Alauddin Waabi, Mohallnh Chatab Colany,
Tehsil & Dietict Tank,

Suh: COMPLAINT _AGAINST NON-SUPPLY OF INFORMATION UNDER

RTTACT., 2013 (COMPLAINT NO, 8577)

L am directed 1o refer to the kubject noted ghove und 1o enclose herowith the leter
received (rom District Health OfTeer; Tank vide Mo 96 ICE doted: 07-04-2023, regarding

VUM s

Furthermore; you are directed 10 visit the office of the Distriet Health Offcer,
Lank, o clarify yours position within seven working daoys in the subject

complaint.
In caze of [nilwe o comply with the directions of the Commission, your
complaint will stands disposed of.

Copy to:-

p L. PS o Chief Infornation Commissioner, Khyber Pakhtunkhw
Commission, Peshawar,

2. District Health Officer, Tank.

4 Information

i
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Near BRT Abdsra Station, Arbab Colony, Opposite Jabar
Flats. University Boad, Peshurwary

Email: complaints.kprii@kp,gov.ph

Phane: 091.92 14557 ‘

Fux: 091-92 16541

Mo HTI{E#&?I;{E;?EIIG?I

Dated

To

The District Health officer/P10,
Tank

Subject COMPLAINT AGAINST NON-SUPPLY OF INFORMATION (COMPLAINT NO: 08873,

Memo:

I am directed to state that a citizen Mst. Gul Nazeer has filed an informatios
request with your depantment for seeking some information, however the samq¢
was not provided to her within presribed time himit , therefore, she has filed -
complaint before the KP Information Commission. (copy attached)

2. It is to direct to respond parawisely to the complainant except para 5 within ter
working days of the receipt of this letter under intimation to KP Informatio
Commission,

Assistant Registrar,
KP Information Commission,
Peshawar.

Copy to:-

1. PS%to Chief Information Commuissioner, KP Information Commission, Peshaw
2. PAto Commissioner-1l, KP Information Commission, Peshawar
3 Mst. Gul Nazeer {Complainant]

Assi r,
KP Commission,
Peshawar.
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